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Henry Wood was Nervous, !Jut
He Got Over It Soon.

(NOTE: Henry Wood, who
put over the great bheat on the
death of Pope Pius, is now in Con-
stantinople. En route there from
PParis he stopped long enough to
interview Prince Alexander and
King Constantine for the United
I'ress. He has written the follow-
ing semihumorous story of his ex-
perience as an interviewer of
royalty especially for the Hell-
Box.):

By Henry Wood
Tinited Press Staff Correspondent.

NISCH, Serbia, May 3.—(By
Courier to Athens and Thence by
Mail to New York.)—What is the
mental state of an American re-
porter interviewing for the {first
time a reigning European mon-
arch? In my own case, at least, I
must admit that it was one of ex-
treme nervousness.

Despite the democratic basis of
our American life, I am convinced
that deep down in the heart of
every American there still lurks a
belief that royalty is just a little
bit different from the rest of hu-
manity. I am convineed that it
really takes two or three personal
contacts with kings, gueens or
princes to demonstrate to the
average American that they are
not only just as human as every
other mortal, but that the ex-
igencies of modern ‘“kinging”
have given them an added affabil-
ity and courteousness that few
Americans have either the occa-
sion or disposition to cultivate.

My first interview with a mem-
ber of European royalty was with
Prince Alexander, the present
reigning regent of Serbia. While
undoubtedly suffering somewhat
from my innate American ideas
regarding royalty, my nervous-
ness was also increased by the
physical difficulties entailed by in-
terviewing a prince under war
and epidemic conditions.

I had arrived at Nisch, the
war capital of Serbia, after a 24-
hour journey over a third class

CARL W. ACKTURMAN.
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He is the man who obtained the in-

terview with Secretary Von Jagow of the Berlin foreign office, at a

time when Germany’s reply to t
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brought about a crisis in German-American affairs.
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He
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diplomatic news and languages and was specially fitted for a foreign

post. He spent several months i1
entire European war situation be
bureau.

1 London getting in touch with the
fore.being assigned to the Berlin

railway. In peace times only
eleven hours are required. There
was a sleeper, but so thoroly was
it kept disinfected with formaldy-
hide as a preventative against -the
typhus epidemic which was then
claiming hundreds of victims
daily, that sleep was quite out of

the question. During the long
hours of the night, when I had
leaped back into my berth with
the same persistency with which
the train had jolted me out, or
when I had hung at half-length
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U. P. Only News Service to
Carry Most Important
Story.

Editorial Comment Shows Ap-
preciation of Cabinet
Story.

United Press clients thruout the
country commented enthusiastical-
ly on the fact that on June 8, ihe
United Press forecast Secretary of
State Bryan’s resignation from the
cabinet at a time when other news
organizations were carrying stories
of complete accord in President
Wilson’s family on the note to Ger-
many. Much favorable comment
was also elicited, by the fact that,
on June 9,—the day following
Bryan’s retirement—the United
Press carried before noon from
Washington a signed story by John
Edwin Nevin summarizing exactly
why Bryan left the cabinet. News-
papers which relied on other press
associations for their news found
the Bryan statement, issued late in
the afternoon of the 9th, was an al-
most identical statement of facts as
outlined by Nevin three hours earl-
ier to United Press clients.

From among a large number of
editorial commendations of the
United Press for these stories, the
foltlowing are of particular inter-
est:

BELVIDERE (ILL.) DAILY RE-
PUBLICAN,

The United Press scored one of
the biggest ‘“‘scoops” on record in
its great “beat” on the imminent
break in the Wilson cabinet Tues-
day afternoon when long ahead of
any other news association the
resignation of Secretary of State
Bryan was forecast.

To John Edwin Nevin, its able
and enterprising Washington staff
correspondent, all credit is due. Mr.
Nevin got “wise” to the sensational
trouble brewing in the cabinet and
early in the afternoon put on the
wires the complete story of Secre-
tary Bryan’s rebellion against the
German note. No other news asso-
ciation sent out even a hint of the
Brayn incident until United Press
papers were printed and in the
1ands of readers. Newspapers
served by the Associated Press
and the Hearst service did not
seem to know that one of the
biggest news stories in recent
years was breaking in Washington,

OLD A. P. SCORED
BIG ON THIS ONE

Then there is another story of
the Bryan resignation. We are

Continued on Page 3,
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out of the window in an effort to
escape the suffocating fumes of
the formaldyhide, I had resolved
to await at Nisch at least a full
night's sleep before attempting to
secure my audience.

But at Nisch all hopes of a
night's sleep were rudely shat-
tered. The prince was then with
the Serbian general headpuarters
at Kraguyevats. The army was
about to advance, and if I
wished to see him I must go at
once.

All ordinary railway traffic in
northern Serbia had been sus-
pended in an effort to check the
typhus epidemic. But there was
a troop train leaving at midnight
for the north, and in this I was
told accommodations would be re-
served for me. I hastily pre-
pared to depart without thinking
of sleep.

The train was composed solely
of freight and third-class passen-
ger cars, For me a special place
had been reserved. An officer of
the cavalry was then leaving every
night from Nisch for Kraguyevats
with the official dispatches from
the minister -of foreign affairs to
the general headquarters of the
army. These dispatches were of
such importance that the officer
was given a third-class compart-
ment all to himself. I was given
a special permission from the
minister of war to share it with
him. ’

Ag the train started Dr. 8. H.
Hodge of Knoxville, Tenn., and Dr.
T. W. Nesbit of Upland, Cal., also
boarded. Both had just recov-
ered from the typhus, and altho
still weak and in the highly nerv-
ous condition which the disease

leaves, had resolved to go back to|

Belgrade and keep up the fight
aginst the epidemic. I explained
to the cavalry officer their condi-
tion, and violating the orders of
the minister of war, he took the
two Red Cross surgeons in with

us.

But with four in the little com-
partment, which had been disin-
fected with naphthaline to the
point of suffocation, it was not
possible for any one to lie down,
even on the floor. Then Dr.
Hodge offered to relieve the sit-
uation by sleeping in the baggage
rack. In an European car this
consists of a mnine-inch board
placed at an angle near the top
of the car. The cavalry officer
offered his back as a step ladder
and Dr. Hodge stowed himself
away on the shelf. But of the
four men in the car only one slept,
and that was Dr. Hodge. With
every stop and start of the train
the three others leaped to their
feet to keep him from being jolt-
ed down onto them from his
precarious perch, and so a second
night passed without sleep.

At 6 in the morning I arrived
at Kraguyevats There were
neither porters nor carriage at the
depot, but the cavalry officer, de-
spite his high rank, insisted on

carrying one of my suit cases, and
while I took the other we started
out through the mud of a Serbian
road for the hotel.

At the hotel, at last, there was
nothing to do but go to bed. But
again all hopes of sleep were
shattered, Hardly had I closed
my eves when there was a terri
ble clatter outside, my door bust
open, and a young officer, clad in
the natty uniform of a war min
istry attache, dashed into my
room. i

He was all but crying from
chagrin. He 'had been assigneti
to meet me at the train and af-
tend to my every want, but he
had got stuck in the Serbian mui

A NEW PHOTO/OF HENRY WOOD.

and had been unable to arrive. It
was quite past his comprehension
how 1 had ewer been able to ar-
rive at the hotel without him. As
recompense, he insisted that I
should turn over to him my let-
ters to the master of ceremonies
at the court, and leave to him all
details for the audience with the
prince.

With something of misgiving T
complied, for I had again planned
that after two mnights without
sleep, 1 should wait at least an-
other day before asking for my
audience. My misgivings proved,
too, not to be without foundation,
for at 11 the attache returned
with the glad tidings that he had

managed to get the audience set
for 5 that afternoon. The prince
would have preferred to wait an-
other day, but he had explained
that I had come all the way from
Paris especially for the audience,
and that any delay would appear
discourteous.

He left me with minute instruc-
tions to be ready at 4:40, when
he would call for me with a court
carriage.

The prospects of having to have
my first interview with a Buro-
pean monarch after two mnights
without sleep banished any

further possibility along that line,
and I put in the remainder of the
my

day trying to free clothing

oy

from the odor of napthaline, for-
maldehyde, moth balls and cam-
phor, the constant use of which
was then necessary as a preventa-
tive against typhus. At 4:30 I
wag standing ready in my hotel
door. At 4:40, the appointed
hour, neither the court carriage
nor my attache was in sight. At
4:45 I began to get a bit nerv-
ous. At 4:650 my nervousness in-
creased. But at 4:55, when I felt
I could stand it no longer, I sight-
ed my attache three blocks up the
street. He was hastening at great
strides, but sighting me signaled
frantically for me to come on the
run.

He had overslept, he had mis-

set his watch, and there are tv
kinds of time at Kraguyevats-
that of Vienna and that of Greec
He had based his calculations ¢
the latter instead of the forme
The four sentinels at the e
trance to the cottage where tl
prince was then making his hea
guarters saw us coming &l
leaped to ‘“‘charge bayonets.” V
beat them to it, however, and

we cleared the steps of the cc
tage at one bound, my compani
shouted something back in Se
bian, which pacified them. A se
ond later he thrust me throw
the door of the room, and p1
cigely at one minute to five |
gave me a violent thrust throu;
the door of the room occupied
the master of ceremonies, ar
with a grand “Voila"” of relief

having gotten me there on tim
dropped the curtain behind hi
and vanished.

The master of ceremonies, o
of the most distinguished colon¢
in the BSerbian army, laugh
good naturedly as I sank breat
less into the chair which he «
fered me. “I am sure his hig
ness is ready to receive you, b
as he likely isn’t quite as anxio
to see you as you appear to
to see him, you will probably ha
time to recover your brea
first.”

MNevertheless, my heart was st
thumping, if mnot from acu
nervousness, at least from ¢t
physical exertion of having rac
up hill after two nights witho
sleep, when I was finally usher
into the modest little office whe
Prince Alexander was at work
his desk. He left it instantly a:
gave me a hand-shake that
once restored my equilibrium, e
tering at once into a conver:s
tion so cordial and informal th
I never had occasion to settle t
last problem which had worri
me as I chased up the hill
had been the question of wheth
in addressing him in French
“Votre Altesse,” I should empl
with that title the second pers
plural of the verb as in Engli
or the third person singul:
feminine, as in Italian.

It was during the first mome
of our conversation that I h
reason to congratulate myself ti
I do not smoke. We had seal
ourselves at a small table
which was lying a long, well-fill
silver cigaret case, and fIm
which Prince Alexander offer
me one. Ordinarily, I sho
have accepted merely as a mat
of courtesy, and my hand =
just reaching out when the
flashed into my mind the situat’
that would be created.

Without question the pri
would offer to light my cigal
And in that event would it
royal etiquette to permit him
do so, or should I insist on lig
ing his. Under the circumstan
I declined, and am quite ¢
vinced that had I not done =
should have found mysell us
the same expression which a ¢
tain lackey of the royal family
Italy once used toward me.

I had taken a might train fr

Continued on Page 3.
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U, P. SCOOPED
UNITED STATES

Papers Comment on Speed
With Which German Note
was Handled.

“Even ‘Scooped’ the United
Stateg!"

So announced one United Press
paper on May 31 in heralding its
heat on the text of Germany's re-
ply to the Bryan Lusitania note.

The United Press is an AFTER-
NOON newspaper service. But it
protects its clients on news “after
hours” in the event of happenings
of world interest. Tt was on the
job when the German reply
“broke”—even if that occurred
on Sunday night. Therefore,
those United Press clients who
ordered the service scored the
biggest beat in years on their con-
temporaries—a beat that came in
MORNING NEWSPFAPER TIME.

The United Press was advised
on Saturday that the German for-
elgn office expected to make pub-
lic the full text of the note in Ber-
lin at noon Sunday, May 30. All
clients were advised that this
note on which perhaps hung a
erisis  in  German-American af-
fairs, wonld be given out in Ber-
lin at & a, m., eastern American
time, and were asked whether
they desired Sunday service, A
great many did—a sufficient
number to justify setting up part
of the United Press leased wire
aystem. Shortly after T o'clock
the New York office was ap-
vrised that the note was coming.
Therg was a little delay, but the
note finally began coming without
a break, It went out almost
simultanecusly to those clients
who were holding their presses
for extras.

In this connection it may be of

BIG BEAT

IT BROKE YESTERDAY
MORNING,

The story everyone was
waiting for.

Italy's entrance into the
war,
AND THE BULLETIN
BCORED A, CLEAN BEAT.

The Bulletin extras were
on the street TEN MIN-
TUTES AHEAD OF ANY
OTHER EXTRAS,

It's easy to beat on the
little items.

Any . newspaper can do
that once in a while.

But the BIG BEATS are
the ones that count,

And when there's a BIG
BEAT you'll find it IN THE

BULLETIN—

EVERY TIME,
n Frangisce Bul
bout a Unite

atin also takes

interest to Hell-Box readers to
know the route by which the note

came, It was received by Carl W.
Ackerman, manager of the Berlin
bureau of the United Press. It
was, of course, in German. ~Ack-
erman translated the message,
shot it to the London bureau of
the United Press via The Hague,
and from London it was relayed
by Western Union cable to New
York. Nearly ten hours was con-
sumed in transmission from Ber-
lin to New York.

Secretary of State Bryan first
learned of the exact text of the
note from the United Press. The
official copy was not received un-
til the following morning by the
state department.

RESIGNATION OF
BRYAN FORECAST
IN NEVIN SCOOP

Continued from I"ag& 1.

not 50 enthusiastic about this one.
The fact is—to get the agony over
quickly—we got one beautiful
wallop on the official announce-
ment that Bryan had actually re-
signed.

Yes sirea! We gotta hand it
to the old A. P. They hung one
on us, and they did it so neatly
and thoroly that we would be
poor sports if we failed to slip
them a hand. And we are not go-
ing to pull any “anticipated" alibi

cither, because we think Josephus

Daniels (who doubles in brass as

a cabinet member when he is not

handling his A. P. report down
Raleigh way) knew exactly what |.
he was talking about.

The fact is that the first the 1.

P, knew of the resignation was
when the A, P, papers' extras ap-
peared with the announcement. It

waz then so late in the afternoon
that all official Washington was
golfing or at the ball game. As

a result it took about 16 minutes

to get a confirmation. Ouch!

How the A. P. put
doesn't matter.
neatly.

FORT WAYNE (IND.) NEWS.
The readers of the News will

all subscribe to the statement
that this paper has never devoted
own virtue as a world enlighten-
Oceasionally, however, a com-
parison of such remarkable sig-
nificance is forced upon the public
attention that comment seems en-
eom-
parison was observed yesterday.
The biggest piece of news of the
day was Mr. Bryan's break with
President Wilson, and it was as
well the most momentous piece of
political news since President Wil-

er.

tirely justifiable. Such a

son took office,

The evening opposition of the
News in Fort Wayne carried in
neither of its editions of yester-
of cabinet
It stated in its.last edi-
tion that the note to Germany
agreed
upon by the cabinet members and | "
would he forwarded the following

day any
trouble.

intimation

had heen  unanimously

day,"™

it over
They DID it—

HEARST ‘SCOOP’
FAILED TO STAND

Berlin Correspondent was 24
Hours Ahead of Truth.

The Hearst service—otherwise
the "International” News—was
right on the job with the "inter-
national news" on May 14. It
put over a great “beat,” On that
date it announced that the Amer-
ican note of protest against the
Lusitania's sinking "was pre-
sented to the foreign office today
hy United States Ambassador Ger-
ard."”

The only thing that detracts
somewhat from the “‘beat” is the
tact that actually the American
note did not reach Berlin until
Saturday, May 15—24 hours later
than that news was heralded to
the public through the “Inter-
national’” News service. Tt was
not until S8aturday night that the
American government was offi-
zially notified by Ambassador Ger-
ard that at 10:30, on May 15, he
had formally given the note to
Foreign Secretary von Jagow.

Still, it was a great “beat.”

b¥ The Lincoln (IIL) Courler-
Herum sa{d relative to Hearst's
“seoop'”
B "Reliabls reports supplied by
the United Press proved that the
American note was in Rome Fri-
day, delayed by clogged cable
wires, and did not reach Berlin
until S8aturday morning.

“The Internitional News Berv-
ice’'s  ‘Berlin® announcement of
the note's delivery Friday was evi-
dently no nearer to Berlin than is
Hearst's New York office. Such
things have been known to hap-
pen.”

PROUD OF U.P.’S
STAND IN CRISIS

The Xenia Gazette, in a recent
issue, prints the following story:

The United Press news service
sends out the following self-ex-
planatory instruction to their
branch offices thruout the coun-

=
=1

¥:

“Aglde from our duty to earry
the news, the United Press has a
responsibility to the nation and
must avoid exploiting storles in
the present crisls which may have
the effect of creating {riction.
Eliminate all speculative angles to
all stories even remotely touching
on the present situation.”

The care with which the United
Press handles its news is a guar-
antee for the reliability of each
article sent out under a TUnited
Press head.

FINDS KINGS ARE
MERE HUMANS

Continued from Page 2.

Genoa to Rome, and some time
during the night the count of
Turin, cousin of King Victor
Emmanuel, and in the line of sue-
cession to the throne, had en-
tered the car incognito. He had
heen given the stateroom next to
mine.

Upon my arrival at Rome, I
had begun with the usual im-
patience of Americans abroad, to
heave my hand baggage out of the
window rather than wait for a
sleeper porter. The dim morn-
ing light was such that my face
perhaps could not be seen, but a
lackey from the Quirinal, who
was outside, fancled at least that
he recognized wmy figure, and
there .were tears in his eyes and
agonized protest in his voice, as
hurrying forward to catch my suit
case, he explained:

“Oh, don't do that your high-
ness; I beg of you, don't do that.”

LLLIVERED N

¥ by United States
\\.

Is Hope.
BERLIN TODAY

More Gravity in Official Circles Than at Any Time Since
Bluejackets Landed in Vera Cruz; U. S. Note a New
Declaration of Independence; Next Siep
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7" By FREDERICK WERNER
Tafor 1| News Service Staff Correspondent] :
Berlin' 1a The Amefican note, protesting against Ger- %
ar and the killing’ of Americans in the “‘war
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