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Maraging EoTos

ninresscrs:

There are severzl lessons in the June 6th story handling on James
Meredith, whoe was erronecusly reported by the Asscciliabed Pross as
having been shot ta death:

1. hdvance olanning obvicously is important on all coverage. It is

doubly so on ztories with a high degree of danger or disaster potential.
The word that Meredith planned to mareh through Mississippi was sufficient
to prompt detailed coverace solans by us. Atlanta and Now York consulted
geveral times wrior to the start of the march. It was determined to

staff the march to its conclusion, even though it would extend more =han
200 miles. Three highly competent UPT men were assigned to the march,
Memphis buresu manager James K. Cazalas, photogracher Sam Parrish and

film photogranher wWelwar Hall.

2. Be wary of second hand reports. Double-cheock and triple—check. It

icult to imagine a revorter and deskman mistaking the word “head"
in the context of this story. But it did haopen. "Who said
dead?!  "Did you see him and satisfy vourself he was dead?
‘Coniirm that the Memshis reporter said 'dead'.®

3. Onee a mistake is known, wmove guickly to correect the situation.

Put oul an unmistakable, explicit kill, szaying what the error was.
Clearly slug the new lead as "lst lead and correct” or 2nd or 3rd lead
or whatever). Some editors may have miszced the kill. The AT, copy

I have examined indicates that between the time of the erronsous hulletin
anc the lead that Meredith was alive, there were no kills, editor®s
advisories to hold the story or notes that the information was beineg
re—chackad. The correct version was slugged simply "lst lead” and
contained & phrase Chat earlier reports Meredith was dead weare errconecus.

4. If the story is nejor and the error is very serious, editors should
be told as guickly as nossible in a wire note what caused the error.
This should be cleared by an NX hnews execubive. We may want to issue a
published storv.

S. &An error such as this could happen to any nowspaper or radio-cw
station. It couwld heppen fo us. Some of the tarnish ruhs off on ue

all. oOur men at the scene and the atlants desk pexrformed a magnificent
job uwnder extrome oressurc.  Our reporting and writing was right on target.
This is as it should bea, on overy story.

Following is a detailed renor:. NL :




Shortly befora 11:30 a.m. EDT Monday, June &, James Meredith, a few followers
and a small band of reporters and photographers crossed intc Misgissippi
on the second day of Meredith's Memphis=to=Jackson march.

Among the newsmen with Meredith were UPI's Cazalas and the A.P.'s Ron Alford.
Shortly after & p.m. EDT, Just outside the small town of Hernando, Miss.,
shots rang out.

At 6:14 pom. EDT {4:14 p.m. CST in Mississippi) UPI filed its first bulletin,
followed immediately by a Hicht Lead, with quotes from Meredith lving
wounded -
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2474
MEREDITH &/6 AJ
BULLETIN
HERNANDO, MISS, (UPI)--NEGRO JAMES MEREDITH WAS SHOT IN THE
BACK ON WIS MARCH THROUGH MISSISSIPPI MONDAY, THE EXTENT OF
IHJU;&E%&:E@ ROT IMMELIATELY DETERMINED.

2HEA
MEREDITH s5/6 AJ

BULLETIN
NIGHT LD MEREDITH
BY JAMES K. CAZALAS
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIOMAL
HERNANDO, MISS, (UPI)--MEGRO JAMES MEREDITH WAS SHOT IN THE BACK
FROM A FQRng AMBUSH MONDAY AS HWE TRUDGED DOWN A HIGHMWAY
OoN T:gREECGNH DAY OF HIS MARCH THROUGK MISSISSIPPI.
TS S515PES

2434
MEREDITH S/5 AJ
1ST ADD RIGHT LD MEREDITH NERNANDO 2434 XXX MISSISSIPPI.
MEREDITH, MARCHING TO URGE NEGRQ VOTER RECISTRATION, WAS
WALKING PAST A PATCH OF WOODS WHEN A SHOT RANG OQUT,
“OH, MY COL,®™ SCREAMED TME 32-YEAR-OLD MEGRO, FLUNG TO THE
SHOULDER oF THE HIGHWAY 8Y THE FORCE OF THE BUtLET.
HE BEGAN WRIGGLING TOWARD THE PAVEMENT WHEN A SECOND SHOT RANG OUT.
®CH, OH,™ HE GROANED, NE CONTINUED TO SQUIRM GROTESQUELY UNTIL HE
WAS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF MIGHWAY 51, WHEN A THIRD SHOT WAS HEARD.
XE WAS RUSHED AWAY FROM THE SCENE IN AN AMBULANCE, PRESUMABLY TO
HEHP#égt 20 MILES TO THE NORTH.

TS5 520PES

504
MEREDITH &/§ AJ
2ND ADD NIGHT LD MEREDITH HERNANDO 248A XXX THE NORTX.
*WHERE ARE YOU KITT® SCREAMED SHERWOOD ROSS, A WHITE MAN WHO WAS
ACTING AS MEREDITH'S PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER ON TME MARCH.
*IN THE KEAD, IN THE HEAD," SOBBED WEREDITM, AND MAYEE SOMEWNERE
ELSE, LOOK AT ME,®
BLOOD SOAKED THE BACK OF KIS GREEN CHECKED SPORT SKIRT, WE
APPEARED TO BE HIT IN THE BACK OF THE HEAD AND THE RIGHT SHOULDER,.
FOUR OTHER PERSONS WERE CLOSE TO HIM--TWO BEFORE HIM AND TWO
BEHIND HIM-- WHEN THE SNOTS RANG OUT. THEY FELL TO THE GROUND

QUICKLY.

MORE

TS522PES
M .



At 6:29% p.m. EDT, the Assoclated Press filed the following bulletin reporting
Meredith had been shot (the A.P. got the first word from its staff photographer
Tack Thornell; an hour prior to the shooting, the A.P.'s stall correspondent
Ran Rlford had lefL the scene, saying to UPL's Cazalas: *There's nothing
going on. I think I'1l head for Memphis."):

CISG .y JULE S (AP - JACES He 'ERELITH, THE WECRC STUZENT

G40 CHACKED THE RACTIAL BARRIER AT THE UNMIVERSITY oF RISSISSIRRI,

WAL SHOT FRCH ANBUSH TOTAY DYRING A CIVEIL RISHTS ARl To EINCOLRASE

o wen m g A is 3T .
FESLG VOTDR RECISTRATION Iw ¥ISSISSIPRL.

TR o

The n.P. then bulletined Meredith's death at 6:33 p.n. FIT :

WW___/"N/

A5 INSE
B LLETIN
HERMANDO, MISS., JUND & (AP)-JAMES H. MEREUITH WAS SHOT TC DEATH

THIS AFTERNOOM NEAR HERE., OFFICERS SAID MERFDITH, THE FIRST MAN TO

BRFAK THF RACTAL BARRIER AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MTS51S51PPI, WAS SHOT FROM
AMEUSH ON & CIVIL RIGHTS MARCH

oML 33PCS




Rt 5:534 p.m. EDT, A.P. cleared this firss lead.

£A%SNU

URSGENT

FIRST LEAD MEREDLTH

HERRANDD, MISS., JUNE o (AP )--JAIES 4. GEREDITH , "THO SET CUT
TO SHOW MISSISSIPPI WEGROIS THEY WAD AOTHING TC Fian, 4as nILLET
FROM AMBUSH TODAY AS HE WALXED ALGHS & [ISSISSIRPI wIzmga«.

SREDITH AND A SMALL ZADL OF FOLLOUERS TERE “MARSHINT® THUE 22-
MILES FROM MEMPHIS TQ JACHS SON, MISS., TODRAMATIZE AND ERCOURAGE
MEWRC VOTER REGISTRATION IN MNISSIssIrrI.

HE WAS SHOT DOWM BY A SUNDAN STATICHEL I: A TSOLDD AREA SESIDT
UJS. 1, A FEW MILZS SQUTH OF HORLADDS. WD LAY OF THE SHOULIZE of
THE HISIWAY UNTIL AN AMDULAICT PLCYED 110 up

CFFICERS ARRESTEL & MAN ARIED JITH A SHOTSUM HEAR TUE SOFNE.

WEARENS A& PITH HELMET AMD gALKINS SHORTSy MCREDITH--THE i

STUDENT JHO CRAZKED THE RACIAL TAITIED 4T TUr UNIVERSITY oF lo

IN 1962=-=YA5 OM THR SECOND DAY 0F THE HACH. HE SAID uE FozeoTo:
KO TRGUBLE .

"THERE ARE TWO PURECSES 7ol Tiis TRif, ™ Hi TOLL HEVSHEN aT THE
START OF THE Walk. =FIm 12Ty JE WANT To TEAR IOWN TWE FEAR THAT T Ieps
WEGROES IN WISSISSIPPI, AND WE WANT TO ENOOURASE THE 450,009 sEGHOES
BEMATHING UMRESTSTERED o WOUERS ) IN GlssinoIPFILT

JHG SH IS

W .
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In Atlanta, UPI's control point for the South, veteran civil rights reporter
Al Kuettner was among those working on the story. Shortly before 7 p.m. EDT,
Kuettner talked by telephone to Dr. William T. Tyson, director of the
emergency room at John Gaston hospital in Memphis, where Meredith had been
admitted. Moments later, UPl's first lead moved:

T e ——

sk
MEREDLTH &/6 AJ
URGENT
{ST NIGHT LD 248A
BY JAMES K. CAZALAS
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL

HERNANDC, MISS. (UPI)--NEGRO JAMES MEREDITH WAS SHOT IN THE
HEAD BY A FOREST SNIPER MONDAY AS HE TRUDGED DOWN A LONELY HIGHWAY
ON THE SECOND DAY OF KIS MARCH THROUGH MISSISSIPPI,

MEREDITH WAS RUSHED AWAY IN AN ANBULANCE AND POLICE SAID THEY
HAD ARRESTED A SUSPLCT IN THE WOODS THAT LINED THE ROAD.

DR, WILLIAM T, TYSON, DIRECTOR OF THE EMERGENCY ROOM AT JOHN
GASTON HOSFITAL I MEMPAIS SAID AT 5550 PuM. ME KAD BEEN ADMITTED
"BUT ¥E DON'T THINK IT'S bIne To bE 309 SERIOUS.®

MY GOD," SCREAMED AR 3BoYEAR LD NeiRo aNEN THE FIRST SLUG
SMASHED HIN TO TR DUSTY SHOULDER oo THE RALoRO FKEW Y
WRITHED IN THE DIRT UNTIL HE REACKED THE HIGHUAY AND BRBAN WRIGGLING
ACROSS 1T, HIS FOLLOWERS DIVED FOR COVERa

A SECOND SHOT RANG OUT AND HIS BODY FLINCKED. "OH
GROANED. HE CONTINUED TO SQUIRM GROTISQUELT UNTIL HE HaB REGCRED
THE OTHER SIDE OF KIGHWAY 51. A THIRD SHOT WAS FIRED BUT APPARENTLY
MISSED., NL APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN SHOT IN TME BACK OF THE MEAD AND THE
RIGHT SHOULDER.

IS ANY MELP COMINGCT™ CRIED THME STRICKEN NEGRO, WHO SAID HE wWAS
MARCHING TO PROMOTE VOTER REGISTRATION IN KIS HOME STATE. ®IS ANYONE
GOING TO HELP ME™

PICKUP TTH PGH 248A; SWHERE

JCS0OPES 6/6
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At 7:08 p.m. EDT, the A.P. reported that Merecdith was alive:

£A131°
MULLETIN
PRECEDE KERMAIDQ, WISS.
ToPHIS, TEHN., JUIE & (AP )=Ji 05 Y. JERELITH 485 5707 Al
TOULZEL TaDAaY THILE Ci & 680 Is HIsSIsslsrl. FInET REPORTS THaT W
Jasn HILLED TINE ZRIOUECCD.
N IS
Shloz"

BULLETIN MATTZR
HEMPHIS==FIRST ADD MEREBITH (A1Q1) X 4 ¥ ERRONEOUS.

THE MEMPHIS POLICE AT JOWN ZASTON MDSPITAL SAID
MEREDITH WAS ENOQT IMN THE BACK AND LESS, BUT THAT YE STILL

AL ALLVE .

LHYLIPED

CA1IINU
U CEMNT
SUp INTRO FIRST LEAD MEREDITYH
CELININATING JORD THAT RMEREDITH SLAIMND

HERNANDG, MISS., JUNE & (AP --JAIES H. JEREZITH, WHO SET cUT To

SHOW HMISSISSIPPI NESROES THEY HAVE HOTUINS TO FEAR, WAS SHAT 7RoN
AMBUSH TOOAY AS HE WALKED ALCMNE A RISHWAY,

POLICE REPORTS SAID MEREDITH wAS DEAD. HOVEVER, HOSPITAL OFFICIALS
Iii MEWPHIS y WHERE HE WAS TANEN, SAID HE "TAS O0ILY TOUNDED.

TH SaN ANTONID, PRESILENT JOYNSOW ORDERED THE JUSTICE DE=ARTHENT

To "SPARE NO EFFORT™ IM BRINSINS TO JUSTICE TYOSE RESPOMSISLE SOT TUE

SHUOTING .
MEREDITH, ETC., 20D SRAF -(AS5HU)

JHILIZPCE NG




At T:23 p.n. EDT, UPI's first picture, taken by staff photographer Sam
Farrish of the Mashville bureau, showing Meredith lying beside the road,
began moving.

A,7,'s first photo started a2t 7:28 p.m. EDT.

UPT's Broadcast Wire followed almost minute by minute all reports from the
A-Wire trunk. TUPI's Audioc Hetwork received a voice report from Correspondent
Cazalas at the scene, and it cleared the network at 7:17 m.m. EDT. Other
actuality reports followed within the hour.

Cazalas was walking 20 vards away from Meredith when the first shot was fired.
"It came out of the blue," he recalled later. He rushed teo Meredith's side
and talked with him. wWithin minutes he was telephoning from a farm house

the details to Atlanta, and by 8 p.m. EDT he had dietated a graphic

eyewitness account.

WM

26 3A
URGENT &/6 AJ
EDITORS:
JAMES K. CAZALAS, UPI BUREAU MANAGER IN MEMPNIS, TENN., WAS
COVERING THE MARCH 3 JAMES MEREDITH TODAY AND WITRESSED ﬂIS SHOOTING .
IN THE FOLLOWING DISPATCH, CAZALAS DESCRIBES TME OCCURRENCE.

CAZALAS 5/6 AJ
WITH MEREDITH
BY JAMES Ka CAZALAS
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL
HERNANDO, MISS. (UPI)--I SAW JAMES HEREDITH S MARCH THROUGH
MISSISSIPPI ENﬁ IH A YOLLEY OF GUNFIRE TODA
IT HAD BEEN A PEACEFUL DAY FOR MEREDITH UNTIL ABOUT 3:15 IN THE
AFTERNOON (CST) WHEN SHOTS RAMG OUT AS HE WAS WALKING ALONG THE
SHOULDER OF A BLACK TOP ASPHALT ROAD ApOUT OME MILE SOUTH OF THIS
RURAL NORTH MISSISSIPPI TOWN.
{MORE }JME4SPES

W
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266A
1ST ADD CAZALAS HERNANDO 32654 XXX TOWN.,

MEREDITK WAS IN GOOD SPIRITS BECAUSE TKE PEOPLE OF THIS TOWN MAD
RECEIVED HIM WELL. EVEN A FEW WHITE TEENAGERS HAD KIDDED HIN,

AND HE KAD KIDDED RIGHT BACK WITH THEM,

THE TEENAGERS, ONLY SOME 25 MINUTES BEFORE THE SHOOTING, NAD
ERECTED A HASTILY-CONSTRUCTED CHALX SIGN SAYING, "TOU'RE 13744 MILES
FROM JACKSON, JAMES, THAT'S 1,032,272 FOOTS,"®

MEREDITH CALMLY WALKED Up $0 TAE SIGN AND SAID, *WHY DON'T YoU
cUYS JOIN MET®

THE TEENAGERS LAUGHED AND ONE SAID, "YOU'RE A DAMN FOOL,"

HE SAID IT IN A FRIENDLY MANNER AND MEREDITH LAUGHED RIGHT BACK,
SAYING, ™I WANT TC SHAKE YOUR NAND."®

THE TEENAGERS LAUGHED AGAIN AND ONE OF THEM SAID, “NO, YOU'RE
STILL IN MISSISSIPPI.™
; MEREDITH WAVED AT THEM AND WALKED AWAY DOWN MIGHWAY 51 SAVING,

' "I'VE GOT A LONG WAY TO GO.*

ACTUALLY HE KAD GONE ONLY A LITTLE MORE THAN A MILE AND WAS PASSING
ALONG A STRETCH OF ROAD THAT RAN THROUGH WOOBS WHEN THE SNOOTING
KAPPENED, MEREDITH WAS STILL SMILING AND JAUNTILY TWIRLING A SWAGGER

STICK WHEN THE SHOTS RANG OUT. IN A SPLIT SECOND, HE WAS A
KUNTED ANIMAL--CRAWLING IN THE NOT SUN AND MOANINE,

KE WIT THE GROUND AT THE FIRST SHOT, CRAWLING FOR THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE HICKUAY VHERE POLICE CARS COULD PROTECT NIM, ANOTNER SHOT
BOOMED .

EVEN ACROSS THE HIGHWAY, I COULD TELL KE WAS PANIC-STRICKEN--

WIS EYES WHITE AND WIS MOUTH WIDE OPEN. HE WAS MOVING SO QUICKLY,
SQUIRMING LIKE A SNAKE, THAT I DIDN'T TMINK WE HAD BEEN HIT. BUT
1 LEARNED LATER THAT THO SHOTS KAD STRUCK NIM,

AS ME REACHED THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF TWE PAVEMENT, THE THIRD
SHOT EXPLODED.

MEREBITH CRUMPLEB, HE LAY STILL ON XIS SIDE, BUT AFTER A COUPLE
OF SECONDS ME STRAINED AND SQUIRMED TO THE PROTECTION OF A CAR. THERE

WE LAY STILL, BREATHING HEAVILY. EVERYBODY ELSE WAS MOVING QUICKLY.
THE LAWMEN RAB ACROSS THE MIGHWAY TO THE SPOT IN THE BUSHES WHERE
THE SHOTS CAME FROM, AND THE FOUR OTHER MARCHERS WERE CRAWLING FOR
COVER, PHOTOGRAPHERS RAN ACROSS THE STRELT TOWARD MERERITH,

I WAS STANGING BY A CAR ON THE OPPQSITE SIDE OF TME NIGHUAY WITH
OTHER WEWSMEN WHEN THE SHOTS CAME, WHEN I NEARD THE FIRST ONE
I COULDN'T BELILVE IT BECAUSE MO ONE HAD EXPECTED TROUBLE IN THIS
HORMALLY PEACEFUL COUNTY.

I DROPPED TO MY KNEES AND DOVE BEHIND A CAR. BUT I KEPT MY EYES
ON MEREDITH.

SAM PARRISH, UPI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER, WAS STANDING ABOUT FIVE
YARDS NEARER TO MEREDITH THAN I WAS AND HE WAS DOWN ON ONE KNEE BUT
STILL SHOOTING PICTURES AS FAST AS KE COULD, AFTER TNE THIRD SHOT
VKEN WE WERE SURE THAT WAS ALL, BOTH OF US NEADED FOR MEREDITH, SAM
YELLED, "MORE FILM,™ AND I GRABBED THREE ROLLS OUT OF THE BACK SEAT
OF THE'CAR, THREW THEM AT HIM, AND WENT TO MEREDITH'S SIDE.

MEREDITA'S FACE LOOKED PEACEFUL AND SHOWED NO PAIN, BUT ME GROANED
AND HAD HIS ARMS FOLDED IM FRONT OF NIS STOMACH. ME 'i’ls LYING OW
HIS SIDE AND I THOUGNT FROM WIS POSITION TKAT HE HAD BEEN SHOT FROM
THE FRONT, THERE WAS TME BLOOD ON THE BACK OF KIS SHIRT, QUITE A BIT
OF IT, BUT IT DIDN'T SEEM TO BE SPURTING OUT.

4 MOUPLE OF MINUTES LATER THE AMBULANCE CAME AND JAMES
MEREDITH'S WALK CAME TO AN END AS THEY LOADED HIM AROARD AND
HEADED FOR MEMPMIS 24 MILES AWAY,

JME3SPES

——T TSN A



ollowving daw, June 7
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415] C(CORRECT) CRESTARTING Al49)

(LTe)

WEW YORK, JUNE 7 (aP)=THE ASSOCIATED PRESS TODAY ISSUED THIS
STATEMENT:

TTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS EXPRESSED REGRET TODAY FOR AN
ERRONEQUS REPORT LAST NIGHT THAT JAMES MEREDITH HAC BEEN KILLED
ON MIS WALK FROM MEMPHIS To JACXSON, MISS,

"THE aP'S FIRST BULLETIN AT 6:29 P.M. EASTERN DAYLIGHT TIME,
SAID THAT MEREDITH HAD BEEN SHOT FROM AMBUSH, THIS CORRECT INFORMATION
CAME FROM AN ASSOCIATED PRESS STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER, JaCK THORNELL,
WHI ToOOX THE DRAMATIC PICTURES OF MEREDTTH LYING WOUNDED ON THE
HISHWAY,

“THE AP'S NASHVILLE BUREAMU FILED A BULLETIN AT =233 P.d. THAT
MERECITH WAS SHOT T0 DEATH, THIS wAS ON THE BASIS OF a REPORT
FROM & MEMPHIS NEWSPPERMAN AT THE SCENE, WHO SalD LATER HE
REPORTED MEREDITH WAS *SHOT IN THE HEAD,.* THE AP NEWSMAN UNDERSTGOD

HIM TO SaY THAT MEREDITH WAS *SHOT DEAD,®
"THE ERRONEOUS REPORT WAS OVERTAKEN AT 7:88 P.M. WITH THE
ORIGINAL AND CORRECT INFORMATIION THAT MEREGITH HAD BEEN SHOT AND
WOUNDED. MEANTIME, THE ERRONEQUS REPORT HAD BEEN CARRIED BY MANY
RADIO AND TELEVISION STATIONS,”
MLII2TPED

W~

il a fewr newsnaners were caught o » arror in nrink, largelvy bhecause
the rintake wag made betwoon mohlas 1 orolas at an hour tooe lsbe for most
sM's Anel boo early for nost RMUs.)

{iroesdcaninrs wrore lems Fortunace.  The story brole during nrime svenineg
mewscast bime.  Millizsne henod BEhe erronesus veporl on radio and television,

bui the notworks were muick to recover.)



























